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biography could succeed in establishing the justice of this
assumption** My conjecture is baser! upon divers impres-
sions, which I will refrain from discussing owing to my
inability to furnish sufficient explanations.
The introverted attitude need not necessarily coincide
with the Prometheus figure, by which I mean that the
traditional Prometheus figure can also be interpreted quite
differently. This other version is found, for instance, in
Plato's Protagoras, where the distributor of vital powers
to the creature fashioned by the gods in equal measure
out of earth and fire is Rpimetlums and not Prometheus.
Prometheus (conforming with classical taste both in this
situation and throughout the myth) is principally the
cunning and inventive genius,
With Goethe two conceptions arc presented, In this
Prometheus Fragment of 1773 Prometheus is the defiant,
self-sufficing, godlike, god-disdaining creator and artist.
His soul is Minerva, daughter of Zeus, Promethean
relation with Minerva has a clear similarity with the
relation of Spitteler's Prometheus with his soul Thus
Prometheus says to Minerva:
" From the beginning thy words have been txtatial light, to mo
Ever as the* my soul spake unto herself,
She revealed herself;
And in her of their own accord sinter harmonica rang out,
And when I deemed it was myself,
A deity gave utterance ;
And did I dream a god was s,poukiug,
Lo 1 'twas mine own voice,
And thus with thee and me.
So one, so closely-knit are wo,
My love is thine eternally I "
and further:
11 As the twilight glory of the departed atm
Hovereth over the gloomy Caucasus,
And encompasseth my soul with holy peace j
Parting, yet ever present with me,
So have my powers waxed strong.
With every breath drawn from thy celestial air,*"